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141. ÆCHMOPHORUS MAJOR (Bodd.); Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 151. 

Common, except during spring and summer. They are 
found both singly and in small parties. Durmg a severe fog 
which we had in June last many were killed quite close to 
the city. I observed this Grebe near Montevideo in May, 
and at Baradero in April. | 


_ 142. TACHYBAPTES DOMINICUS (Linn.); Sel. et Salv. Z. s. e. 

Resident and common in lagoons and “ arroyos.” The 
female is not quite so brightly coloured as the male, and the 
elongated feathers on the head are shorter than in that sex. In 
rapidity of diving it rivals the little Dabchick at home. A 
few at Baradero in April. 


143. RHYNCHOTUS RUFESCENS (Temm.); Scl. et Salv. No- 
mencl. p. 153. 

Was formerly common here; but now it is necessary to go 
a hundred miles from Buenos Ayres to meet with them. 


144, Nornura MACULOSA (Temm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 143. 

Resident and abundant wherever the rough paja-grass or 
thistles afford any cover. It also frequents fields of maize or 
other cereals in considerable numbers. Ona Sunday or holi- 
day it is a curious sight to watch the “sportsmen ” of various 
nationalities flocking to the different railway-stations to have 
a day’s “ perdiz” shooting. The dogs impressed into their 
service on these occasions are, like their masters, of various 
breeds, from a bull-terrier to a pointer, it being considered 
of primary importance to be accompanied by some specimen 
of the canine race. 


XVII.—On a new Form of Reed-bird from Eastern Asia. 
By R. Swinnog, F.R.S. &c. 


(Plate IV.) 


In 1863 Mr. Blakiston, who was then in England, gave me 
a skin of a bird which he had shot in Canton. The speci- 
men, unfortunately, had no tail; but I took it and carefully 
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compared it with skins in the East-India Company’s Mu- 
seum, and came to the conclusion that it represented a second 
species of Hodgson's genus Tribura, of which the type is 
_Tribura luteiventris of Nepal. I consequently described it in 
the ‘ Proceedings’ of the Zoological Society of that year as 
Tribura squamiceps. On the 8th of May, 1866, I received 
among a lot of birdskins from Takore, Formosa, a second 
specimen of this species, which my hunters had procured in 
the mountains in the interior of that district shortly after 
my departure for Amoy. ‘This skin was sufficiently perfect to 
show that the bird had a short graduated tail, and not a 
long tail, as Tribura. | 

Ï never met with this species in China myself; but as I 
was leaving Chefoo on the last occasion, I received from Mr. 
Blakiston my third specimen, which he had procured at Ha- 
kodadi, Northern Japan, in May 1873. This specimen had 
nearly a complete tail (see Ibis, 1874, p. 155). 

M. Taczanowski, of Warsaw, under date 9th November, 
1875, transmitted to me a fourth specimen of the same bird 
from the Ussuri district. This is a male, shot on the 25th 
of September. I have the species therefore from Canton, 
Formosa, Hakodadi, and now from Manchuria, which, I think, 
proves pretty well that it is a regular migrant, coming north 
m summer to breed. 

Mr. W. E. Brooks, who is now at home, writes to me from 
near Newcastle saying that he believes that he has an example 
of this same species, which was procured in Tenasserim. Mr. 
Brooks encloses me a good drawing of his specimen, which 
confirms his identification. 

Mr. Brooks urges me to have a figure of this bird pub-. 
lished, and to assign to it the characters of a new genus, as 
he considers that it does not belong to Tribura, Pnoepyga, 
Horornis, or any other known genus, though it has certain 
characters in common with them. I think, therefore, that 
it would be as well to propose for it the generic name Uro- 
sphena, from its wedge-shaped tail, and to characterize it as 
follows :—, 
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Bill at base exceedingly slender and much depressed. Wing 
of unusual power for such a little bird. Tail almost as in 
Pnoepyga, but somewhat more rounded. Style of coloration 
scaly, as in Pnoepyga. Legs and feet large, strong, and 
coloured as in Horornis. Lower tail-coverts very long. 

Mr. Brooks says, “I do not know of any genus in which 
this little bird can be placed: the scaly plumage separates it 
from Horornis, Neornis, and Tribura. This, with its queer 
short tail, brings it near Pnoepyga ; but the bill is as slender 
as in Troglodytes, or more so, and the wing is quite unlike 
that of Pnoepyga. I wonder whether ten tail-feathers is the 
correct number; that is the number in my specimen, which 
appears to be perfect.” ` 

The synonymy of this bird will stand as follows :— 


UROSPHENA SQUAMICEPS. (Plate IV.) ` 

Tribura squamiceps, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 292 ; Ibis, 
1866, p. 397, et 1874, p. 155. 

Hab. Canton (Blakiston); Formosa (Swinhoe); Hakodadi, 
Japan (Blakiston) ; Ussuri district, Manchuria (Taczanowski) ; 
Tenasserim (Davison). 

The figure (Pl. IV.) is taken from the specimen from For- 
mosa: a view of the lower surface of the tail-feathers is given 
below the main figure. 


[Since this paper was received I have been able, by Mr. 
Brooks’s kindness, to compare the Tenasserim specimen of 
this bird with Mr. Swinhoe’s type. I find them obviously 
identical, the former only showing more clearly the extreme 
slenderness of the bill. The Tenasserim skin helongs to Mr. 
Hume, and was obtained at Bankasoon, in the Malewoon dis- 
trict, in March 1875, by Mr. W. Davison. It is marked 
$. The legs, feet, claws, and gape, with two thirds of lower 
mandible from gape, are noted as “ fleshy white; upper man- 
dible and rest of lower mandible horny brown; irides dark 
brown.” —P. L. S.] 
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